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This  issue  celebrates  the  200th  an-
niversary of the Yale School of Medicine
with a series of articles that highlight ex-
citing facets of research at Yale, both past
and present.
Yale School of Medicine was estab-
lished in 1810 by the passage of a bill in the
Connecticut General Assembly and opened
its doors to students three years later. As
highlighted in the article by Dr. Thomas
Lentz, students were granted medical de-
grees within a year, and the faculty taught
part time while maintaining private prac-
tices  to  support  themselves.  Much  has
changed at Yale School of Medicine since
those humble beginnings, and Yale faculty
members  have  been  at  the  forefront  of
many of the most exciting scientific dis-
coveries of the past 200 years.
Lentz, an emeritus Professor of Cell
Biology, reviews the origins of the Cell Bi-
ology Department at Yale and traces its be-
ginnings in the Department of Anatomy in
1813. Along this 200-year scientific jour-
ney, Lentz highlights the major contribu-
tions  of  faculty  members  from  the
Department of Cell Biology as well as dis-
cussing the evolution of the modern day
curriculum. Among the faculty that Lentz
highlights is Dr. George Palade, who was
the first chair of the Section of Cell Biol-
ogy at Yale. Palade is often described as the
father of modern day cell biology and won
the Nobel Prize in 1974 in Physiology or
Medicine for “discoveries concerning the
functional organization of the cell that were
seminal events in the development of mod-
ern  cell  biology.”  Suzana  and  Cornelia
Zorca elegantly describe Palade’s research
as well as his lasting legacy at Yale School
of Medicine in the form of an endowed
chair and lecture series.
Another Yale scientist who worked at
the cutting edge of new biomedical tech-
niques is Dr. Frank Ruddle. Along with Dr.
John Gordon, Ruddle is attributed with the
creation of one of the first transgenic mice.
The technique of foreign gene transfer that
Ruddle and Gordon pioneered, along with
its modern day applications, are discussed
in a review article by Dennis Jones. Peter
Zhao examines the scientific contributions
of Dr. Thomas Steitz, a Sterling Professor
of Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry
at Yale School of Medicine and a Howard
Hughes Medical Investigator, who recently
won the Nobel Prize in 2009 in Physiology
or Medicine for “studies of the structure
and function of the ribosome.” Zhao delves
into a critical overview of the technique of
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vances of the technique in the context of
Steitz’s research. Highlighting one of Yale’s
most  distinguished  departments,  the  Im-
munobiology Department, Peter Gayed has
written  a  review  on  Professor  Charles
Janeway Jr. Janeway was a Howard Hughes
Medical Investigator and is more commonly
referred to as the “father of innate immu-
nity.” 
Several advances in the field of medi-
cine by members of the Yale faculty are also
highlighted  in  this  issue.  Dr.  Dorothy
Horstmann,  the  first  woman  to  receive
tenure at Yale School of Medicine, was the
first to identify the route poliovirus takes to
get to the brain. Horstmann’s contributions
to the field of polio as well as her contribu-
tions to Yale School of Medicine are dis-
cussed in a review by Heather Carleton. Paul
Shin discusses Dr. Harvey Cushing and the
creation of the Cushing collection at Yale,
which showcases some of Cushing’s most
interesting discoveries. Shana Elbaum dis-
cusses the involvement of Yale physicians,
Drs. Allan Steere and Stephen Malawista, in
the identification of the first cases of Lyme
disease in and around Lyme, Connecticut,
and their characterization of antibiotics as a
treatment for the disease. Mary Kunjappu
highlights how the collaboration between
Drs. John M. Morris and Gertrude van Wa-
genen led to the development of the morning
after pill. 
Another important milestone this year
is the 100th year anniversary of one of Yale
School of Medicine’s 28 departments, the
Child Study Center. Naaila Panjwani re-
views the contributions of one of the Child
Study Center’s faculty members, Dr. James
Comer, and his role in the formation of the
School Development Program. Comer was
also the first African American to receive
tenure at Yale School of Medicine. 
Lastly, this issue contains several sym-
posium pieces and book reviews related to
the bicentennial celebration this past year.
The symposium pieces reflect a wide range
of experiences during Yale’s bicentennial
celebration. From more personal reflections
of first-year medical student Jessica Gold,
who discusses what it means to her to be part
of the 200th year of Yale School of Medi-
cine, to other medical and graduate students
discussing the variety of seminars that took
place on campus. Bolin Niu discusses the
symposia given by Dr Elizabeth Nabel on
“Global Health and Chronic Diseases: Per-
spective, Policy and Practice,” which helps
highlight Yale’s growing interest in global
health and developing ties with other nations
such as China through the Yale-China Asso-
ciation. During this past year, Yale has held
several seminars and symposia commemo-
rating the bicentennial with the final culmi-
nation being a two-day symposia at which
15 of the world’s most eminent scientists
discussed their work as well as reflected
upon Yale’s 200-year history. Harrison Reed
and Samantha Wang both reflect upon sem-
inars from the bicentennial symposia, while
Andrew Kobets reviews a concert and Panos
Christakis discusses a bicentennial seminar
about the birth of chemotherapy at Yale.
The book reviews start with the excel-
lent book authored by Kerry Falvey titled
Medicine at Yale: The First 200 Years, re-
viewed by Kathryn Tworkoski. This book
takes the reader on a visual and written jour-
ney  through  the  important  milestones  of
Yale School of Medicine. The other book re-
views cover books written by Yale faculty:
The Art of Ecology (reviewed by Callen Hy-
land), Genetics of Original Sin, written by
one of the scientists who won the Nobel
Prize  with  George  Palade  (reviewed  by
Jamie  Schwendinger-Schreck),  and  Wet-
ware: A Computer in Every Living Cell,
written by a systems cell biologist and emer-
itus professor (reviewed by Laura DeMare).
This issue celebrating Yale School of
Medicine’s 200th year illustrates only a few
of the numerous contributions Yale scientists
have made, and we hope it excites the reader
about the future of biomedical research at
Yale. Furthermore, this issue also sees the
revival of graduate and medical students as
the majority of contributors to the Yale Jour-
nal of Biology and Medicine. We hope that
this will be the first of many issues in which
students begin their journey as independent
writers.
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